EXAMPLES – Open Government – Children and Young People

Ι. Establish mechanisms to engage children and young people as full participants in civic life

Governments should place particular emphasis on engaging groups of the public that are subject to exclusion and/or unable to express their views in other ways. We focus this illustrative commitment on children and young people due to the need to foster active citizenship from an early age.  Commitments could, however, similarly be formed for other segments of the population including women, ethnic and religious minorities, migrants and refugees, and old people.

Under 18s make up over 30% of the global population, and in many developing countries up to 50% of the population may be under 18. Under Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, children and young people have a right to have their views listened to, and taken into account on decisions that affect them.

Although most young people around the world do not have the right to vote, governments are making policy decisions every day, on health, education and welfare, with large impacts on the lives of children and young people. Listening to the views of children and young people can:

·  Lead to better designed policies - drawing on the lived experience, insights and innovative ideas of young people

· Engage all people under 18 as allies in the development and sustainability of new mechanisms throughout society - whether reporting when teachers don’t turn up to school, giving feedback on projects, or getting involved in implementing social programmes

· Give children and young people a greater stake in society - and increase the likelihood that they will be civically active as adults

· Promoting the involvement of children and young people may involve:

· Making sure consultation opportunities are accessible - for example, by using clear language, and offering a range of ways to input rather than only accepting formal written submissions.

·  Specific outreach to involve young people - through dedicated consultations, events and project activities that give young people an opportunity to share their feedback, express their views and get involved in influencing policy.

·  Establishing formal youth engagement structures - such as a credible and independent National Youth Council, backed by a range of local structures that support children and young people to get involved.

In many countries young adults (18 - 30) are also commonly excluded from public consultation or opportunities for decision making, even though they may have formal voting rights. Many of the recommendations below should also be applied to youth in these cases.
http://www.opengovguide.com/commitments/establish-mechanisms-to-engage-children-and-young-people-as-full-participants-in-civic-life/
Case: In Uganda a consultation with young people provided inputs to the National Development Plan

In Uganda a consultation process was carried out to involve youth in the development of Uganda’s Five-Year National Development Plan (2009 to 2014), especially regarding the key issues affecting young people, such as unemployment, education, health and poverty. Fifty-two young people (providing national representation for Uganda’s districts and youth-led organisations), were recruited from youth NGOs, student associations and youth disability groups. This group discussed the key thematic areas of the NDP and formulated recommendations for the government. Key members of the staff team responsible for the consultation were also young people.

National newspaper advertisement invited contributions via SMS, and the young people involved were provided with training on strategy analysis. Four groups created strategies in the key areas of education, employment, health and population, and gender and social development and twelve key strategic recommendations were agreed. Two young people presented the recommendations to the National Planning Authority and Ministry of Children and Youth and consultation outcomes were disseminated across all key ministries and decision- makers in Uganda.

The draft  NDP mentions youth entrepreneurship (USD$5m earmarked for start-ups); vocational skills for out-of-school youth with attention to quality and moral aspects and youth-friendly sexual and reproductive health and rights. There is an emphasis on vulnerable youth in the sections on gender and social protection.The government is now  considering follow-up regional consultations, and youth participation in monitoring and evaluation of the plan.
http://www.opengovguide.com/country-examples/in-uganda-a-consultation-with-young-people-provided-inputs-to-the-national-development-plan/
http://ygproject.org/case-study/national-development-plan
ΙΙ. Conduct targeted outreach to youth and historically marginalized communities

Beyond developing new mechanisms to encourage engagement of those already interested in parliamentary action, parliaments must also seek to reach constituencies that are less engaged in parliamentary work, particularly those in historically marginalized communities. In some countries, as in Romania, parliaments have adopted electoral rules that aim to ensure the participation of marginalized or minority groups (Protsyk, 2010a). Others seek to demonstrate symbolic respect for minorities, by, for instance, flying a minority flag (Protsyk, 2010b). But encouraging historically marginalized groups to participate in parliamentary work can be aided by the adoption of routinized practices for conducting outreach and engagement of these groups.
http://www.opengovguide.com/commitments/conduct-targeted-outreach-to-youth-and-historically-marginalized-communities/
Case: In the U.S. the ‘America’s Legislators Back to School’ programme enables legislators to meet with young people
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http://www.opengovguide.com/country-examples/in-the-u-s-the-americas-legislators-back-to-school-programme-enables-legislators-to-meet-with-young-people/
In the United States, the National Conference of State Legislatures operates a programme taking America’s Legislators Back to School. The programme gives elected parliamentarians in all 50 states the opportunity to meet personally with their young constituents and to answer questions, share ideas, and listen to concerns. The programme is designed to teach young people what it is like to be a state legislator: the processes, the pressures, and the debate, negotiation and compromise. The programme is emphasised as a bipartisan event.

